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RFP Notice 
 

1. International Solar Alliance invites proposal for Hiring of Agency for 1st Edition of Biennial Flagship 

Knowledge Report on OSOWOG -Global and Regional Electricity Grid Interconnection Outlook. 

 
2. The content of this RFP (23/05/PPIC/2026-ISA) enlists the requirements of the International Solar 

Alliance. It includes the terms which details out all that may be needed by the potential 

participants to understand the terms and the process and explain the contractual terms that the 

International Solar Alliance wishes to specify at this stage.  

 
3. The selection of agency/consortiums through this RFP/tendering will be carried out based on the 

technical and financial proposal in accordance with the terms and conditions put forward by ISA. 

ISA is not bound to select any of the organizations submitting the proposals and reserves the right 

of rejection of any or all proposals without assigning any reason(s) thereof.  

 
4. The technical and financial proposal, as per the requirements detailed in later sections may be 

submitted in a PDF format to procurement@isa.int before 28.07.2026, by 11:00 PM (IST) 

addressed to: Procurement, International Solar Alliance (ISA) at procurement@isa.int with subject 

line “RFP For Hiring of Agency for 1st Edition of Biennial Flagship Knowledge Report on OSOWOG 

-Global and Regional Electricity Grid Interconnection Outlook”. 

 
 Important dates, amounts and other details pertaining to this RFP Notice including submission and 
opening of proposal, address for communication, etc., are given in the table below: 

S.No Particulars Date Time 

a) Commencement of 

downloading of this RFP  

30.06.2026 ISA Website 

b) Pre-Bid Meeting Date 07.07.2026 3:00 PM (IST) 

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/447

20685675036?p=JbGoFeL0YEdkFx2iAg 

c) Last date for Submission of 

query through e-mail: 

procurement@isa.int  

14.07.2026 05:00 PM (IST) 

d) Last date for receipt of 

documents as per RFP  

28.07.2026 11:50 PM (IST) to be submitted to 

procurement@isa.int  

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/44720685675036?p=JbGoFeL0YEdkFx2iAg
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/44720685675036?p=JbGoFeL0YEdkFx2iAg
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Section 1.  Letter of Invitation 

The International Solar Alliance (ISA) hereby invites you to submit a Proposal to this Request for Proposal 
(RFP) for the above-referenced subject.   

This RFP includes the following documents and the General Terms and Conditions of Contract which is 
inserted in the Bid Data Sheet (BDS): 

➢ Section 1: This Letter of Invitation 

➢ Section 2: Instruction to Bidders  

➢ Section 3: Bid Data Sheet (BDS) 

➢ Section 4: Evaluation Criteria 

➢ Section 5: Terms of Reference 

➢ Section 6: Returnable Bidding Forms  

• Form A: Technical Proposal Submission Form 

• Form B: Bidder Information Form 

• Form C: Joint Venture/Consortium/Association Information Form (Not Applicable) 

• Form D: Qualification Form  

• Form E: Format of Technical Proposal  

• Form F: Financial Proposal Submission Form 

• Form G: Financial Proposal Form 

➢ Section 7: Draft Contract Agreement 

If you are interested in submitting a Proposal in response to this RFP, please prepare your Proposal in 
accordance with the requirements and procedure as set out in this RFP and submit it by the Deadline for 
Submission of Proposals set out in Bid Data Sheet.  

Please acknowledge receipt of this RFP by sending an email to procurement@isa.int, indicating whether 
you intend to submit a Proposal or otherwise.  You may send the Technical Proposal and the Financial 
Proposal files separately. The financial proposal shall be encrypted with password and clearly labelled. 
Any Amendments to the RFP will be notified on ISA Website. Should you require further clarification, 
kindly communicate with the contact person/s identified in the attached Bid Data Sheet as the focal point 
for queries on this RFP. 

ISA looks forward to receiving your Proposal and thank you in advance for your interest in ISA 
procurement opportunities.  

Issued by: Procurement Unit 

        
Name: Vishal Pratap 
Date: 30/06/2026 

mailto:procurement@isa.int
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Section 2. Instructions to Bidders 

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1. Introduction 1.1 Bidders shall adhere to all the requirements of this RFP, including any 
amendments in Writing by ISA.  

1.2 Any Proposal submitted will be regarded as an offer by the Bidder and does 
not constitute or imply the acceptance of the Proposal by ISA. ISA is under 
no obligation to award a contract to any Bidder as a result of this RFP.  

2. Fraud & 
Corruption,   
Gifts and 
Hospitality 

 

2.1 ISA strictly enforces a policy of zero tolerance on proscribed practices, 
including fraud, corruption, collusion, unethical or unprofessional 
practices, and obstruction of ISA vendors and requires all bidders/vendors 
observe the highest standard of ethics during the procurement process 
and contract implementation.  

2.2 Bidders/vendors shall not offer gifts or hospitality of any kind to ISA staff 
members including recreational trips to sporting or cultural events, theme 
parks or offers of holidays, transportation, or invitations to extravagant 
lunches or dinners.  

2.3 In pursuance of this policy, ISA  
(a) Shall reject a proposal if it determines that the selected bidder has 
engaged in any corrupt or fraudulent practices in competing for the 
contract in question; 
(b) Shall declare a vendor ineligible, either indefinitely or for a stated 
period of time, to be awarded a contract if at any time it determines that 
the vendor has engaged in any corrupt or fraudulent practices in 
competing for, or in executing a ISA contract.  

2.4 All Bidders must adhere to the ISA Supplier Code of Conduct, which may 

be found at ISA_Supplier_Code_of_Conducts.pdf 

3. Eligibility 3.1 A vendor should not be suspended, debarred, or otherwise identified as 
ineligible by any UN Organization or the World Bank Group or any other 
international Organization.  Vendors are therefore required to disclose to 
ISA whether they are subject to any sanction or temporary suspension 
imposed by these organizations.  

3.2 It is the Bidder’s responsibility to ensure that its employees, joint venture 
members, sub-contractors, service providers, suppliers and/or their 
employees meet the eligibility requirements as established by ISA.  

4. Conflict of 
Interests 

4.1 Bidders must strictly avoid conflicts with other assignments or their own 
interests, and act without consideration for future work.  Bidders found to 
have a conflict of interest shall be disqualified.  Without limitation on the 
generality of the above, Bidders, and any of their affiliates, shall be 
considered to have a conflict of interest with one or more parties in this 
solicitation process, if they:  

https://isa.int/uploads/procurement/ISA_Supplier_Code_of_Conducts.pdf
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a) Are or have been associated in the past, with a firm or any of its 
affiliates which have been engaged by ISA to provide services for the 
preparation of the design, specifications, Terms of Reference, cost 
analysis/estimation, and other documents to be used for the 
procurement of the goods and services in this selection process;  

b) Were involved in the preparation and/or design of the 
programme/project related to the services requested under this RFP; 
or 

c) Are found to be in conflict for any other reason, as may be established 
by, or at the discretion of ISA.   

4.2 In the event of any uncertainty in the interpretation of a potential conflict 
of interest, Bidders must disclose to ISA, and seek ISA’ s confirmation on 
whether or not such a conflict exists. The ISA shall have the discretion to 
disqualify or proceed with a bidder where there is a probable conflict of 
interest subject to further evaluation and review of various factors such 
as access to sensitive information which may confer unfair advantage as 
against other bidders. The decision on a probable conflict of interest  shall 
be made in the best interest of the work of the ISA.   

4.3 Similarly, the Bidders must disclose in their proposal their knowledge of the 
following: 

a) If the owners, part-owners, officers, directors, controlling 
shareholders, of the bidding entity or key personnel are family 
members of ISA staff involved in the procurement functions and/or the 
Government of the country or any Implementing Partner receiving 
services under this RFP; and 

b) All other circumstances that could potentially lead to actual or 
perceived conflict of interest, collusion or unfair competition practices.  

Failure to disclose such an information may result in the rejection of the 
proposal or proposals affected by the non-disclosure. 

4.4 The eligibility of Bidders that are wholly or partly owned by the 
Government shall be subject to ISA’s further evaluation and review of 
various factors such as being registered, operated and managed as an 
independent business entity, the extent of Government ownership/share, 
receipt of subsidies, mandate and access to information in relation to this 
RFP, among others.  Conditions that may lead to undue advantage against 
other Bidders may result in the eventual rejection of the Proposal.   

PREPARATION OF PROPOSALS 

5. General 
Considerations 

5.1 In preparing the Proposal, the Bidder is expected to examine the RFP in 
detail. Material deficiencies in providing the information requested in the 
RFP may result in rejection of the Proposal. 

5.2 The Bidder will not be permitted to take advantage of any errors or 
omissions in the RFP. Should such errors or omissions be discovered, the 
Bidder must notify the ISA 

6. Cost of 6.1 The Bidder shall bear any and all costs related to the preparation and/or 



7 

 

Preparation of 
Proposal 

submission of the Proposal, regardless of whether its Proposal was selected 
or not.  ISA shall not be responsible or liable for those costs, regardless of 
the conduct or outcome of the procurement process. 

7. Language  7.1 The Proposal, as well as any and all related correspondence exchanged by 
the Bidder and ISA, shall be Written in the language (s) specified in the BDS.   

8. Documents 
Comprising the 
Proposal 

8.1 The Proposal shall comprise of the following documents: 

c) Documents Establishing the Eligibility and Qualifications of the Bidder; 
d) Technical Proposal; 
e) Financial Proposal; 
f) Proposal Security, if required by BDS; 
g) Any attachments and/or appendices to the Proposal. 

9. Documents 
Establishing the 
Eligibility and 
Qualifications of 
the Bidder 

9.1 The Bidder shall furnish documentary evidence of its status as an eligible 
and qualified vendor, using the Forms provided under Section 6 and 
providing documents required in those forms. In order to award a contract 
to a Bidder, its qualifications must be documented to ISA’s satisfaction.  

10. Technical 
Proposal Format 
and Content 

10.1 The Bidder is required to submit a Technical Proposal using the Standard 
Forms and templates provided in Section 6 of the RFP. 

10.2 The Technical Proposal shall not include any price or financial information. 
A Technical Proposal containing material financial information may be 
declared non-responsive.  

10.3 Samples of items, when required as per Section 5, shall be provided within 
the time specified and unless otherwise specified by ISA, and at no expense 
to ISA 

11. Financial 
Proposals 

 

11.1 The Financial Proposal shall be prepared using the Standard Form provided 
in Section 6 of the RFP.  It shall list all major cost components associated 
with the services, and the detailed breakdown of such costs.  

11.2 Any output and activities described in the Technical Proposal but not priced 
in the Financial Proposal, shall be assumed to be included in the prices of 
other activities or items, as well as in the final total price.   

11.3 Prices and other financial information must not be disclosed in any other 
place except in the financial proposal.  

12. Proposal 
Security 

12.1 A Proposal Security, if required by BDS, shall be provided in the amount and 
form indicated in the BDS. The Proposal Security shall be valid up to thirty 
(30) days after the final date of validity of the Proposal.  

12.2 The Proposal Security shall be included along with the Technical Proposal.  
If Proposal Security is required by the RFP but is not found along with the 
Technical Proposal, the Proposal shall be rejected. 

12.3 If the Proposal Security amount or its validity period is found to be less than 
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what is required by ISA, ISA shall reject the Proposal.  

12.4 In the event an electronic submission is allowed in the BDS, Bidders shall 
include a copy of the Bid Security in their proposal and the original of the 
Proposal Security must be sent via courier or hand delivery as per the 
instructions in BDS. 

12.5 The Proposal Security may be forfeited by ISA, and the Proposal rejected, 
in the event of any one or combination, of the following conditions:  

a) If the Bidder withdraws its offer during the period of the Proposal 
Validity specified in the BDS, or; 

b) In the event that the successful Bidder fails: 
i. to sign the Contract after ISA has issued an award; or 

ii. to furnish the Performance Security, insurances, or other 
documents that ISA may require as a condition precedent to the 
effectivity of the contract that may be awarded to the Bidder. 

13.  Currencies 13.1 All prices shall be quoted in the currency or currencies indicated in the BDS.  
Where Proposals are quoted in different currencies, for the purposes of 
comparison of all Proposals:  

a) ISA will convert the currency quoted in the Proposal into the ISA 
preferred currency, in accordance with the prevailing UN operational 
rate of exchange on the last day of submission of Proposals; and 

b) In the event that ISA selects a proposal for award that is quoted in a 
currency different from the preferred currency in the BDS, ISA shall 
reserve the right to award the contract in the currency of ISA’s 
preference, using the conversion method specified above. 

14. Joint Venture, 
Consortium or 
Association 

14.1 If the Bidder is a group of legal entities that will form or have formed a Joint 
Venture (JV), Consortium or Association for  the Proposal, they shall 
confirm in their Proposal that : (i) they have  designated one party to act as 
a lead entity, duly vested with authority to legally bind the members of the 
JV, Consortium or Association jointly and severally, which  shall be  
evidenced by a duly notarized Agreement among the legal entities, and  
submitted  with the Proposal; and (ii) if they are awarded the contract, the 
contract shall be entered into, by and between ISA and the designated lead 
entity, who shall be acting for and on behalf of all the member entities 
comprising the joint venture.   

14.2 After the Deadline for Submission of Proposal, the lead entity identified to 
represent the JV, Consortium or Association shall not be altered without 
the prior written consent of ISA.   

14.3  The lead entity and the member entities of the JV, Consortium or 
Association shall abide by the provisions of Clause 15 herein in respect of 
submitting only one proposal.  

14.4 The description of the organization of the JV, Consortium or Association 
must clearly define the expected role of each of the entity in the joint 
venture in delivering the requirements of the RFP, both in the Proposal and 



9 

 

the JV, Consortium or Association Agreement.  All entities that comprise 
the JV, Consortium or Association shall be subject to the eligibility and 
qualification assessment by ISA. 

14.5 A JV, Consortium or Association in presenting its track record and 
experience should clearly differentiate between: 

a) Those that were undertaken together by the JV, Consortium or 
Association; and  

b) Those that were undertaken by the individual entities of the JV, 
Consortium or Association. 

14.6 Previous contracts completed by individual experts working privately but 
who are permanently or were temporarily associated with any of the 
member firms cannot be claimed as the experience of the JV, Consortium 
or Association or those of its members, but should only be claimed by the 
individual experts themselves in their presentation of their individual 
credentials. 

JV, Consortium or Associations are encouraged for high value, multi-sectoral 
requirements when the spectrum of expertise and resources required may not 
be available within one firm. 

15. Only One 
Proposal 

15.1 The Bidder (including the individual members of any Joint Venture) shall 
submit only one Proposal, either in its own name or as part of a Joint 
Venture.  

15.2 Proposals submitted by two (2) or more Bidders shall all be rejected if they 
are found to have any of the following: 
h) they have at least one controlling partner, director or shareholder in 

common; or 
i) any one of them receive or have received any direct or indirect subsidy 

from the other/s; or 
j) they have the same legal representative for purposes of this RFP; or 
k) they have a relationship with each other, directly or through common 

third parties, that puts them in a position to have access to information 
about, or influence on the Proposal of, another Bidder regarding this 
RFP process;  

l) they are subcontractors to each other’s Proposal, or a subcontractor to 
one Proposal also submits another Proposal under its name as lead 
Bidder; or 

m) some key personnel proposed to be in the team of one Bidder 
participates in more than one Proposal received for this RFP process. 
This condition relating to the personnel, does not apply to 
subcontractors being included in more than one Proposal. 

16. Proposal Validity 
Period 

16.1 Proposals shall remain valid for the period specified in the BDS, 
commencing on the Deadline for Submission of Proposals. A Proposal valid 
for a shorter period may be rejected by ISA and rendered non-responsive.   

16.2 During the Proposal validity period, the Bidder shall maintain its original 
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Proposal without any change, including the availability of the Key 
Personnel, the proposed rates and the total price. 

17. Extension of 
Proposal Validity 
Period 

17.1 In exceptional circumstances, prior to the expiration of the proposal 
validity period, ISA may request Bidders to extend the period of validity of 
their Proposals.  The request and the responses shall be made in writing, 
and shall be considered integral to the Proposal.   

17.2 If the Bidder agrees to extend the validity of its Proposal, it shall be done 
without any change in the original Proposal. 

17.3 The Bidder has the right to refuse to extend the validity of its Proposal, and 
in which case, such Proposal will not be further evaluated. 

18. Clarification of 
Proposal 

 

18.1 Bidders may request clarifications on any of the RFP documents no later 
than the date indicated in the BDS. Any request for clarification must be 
sent in writing in the manner indicated in the BDS. If inquiries are sent other 
than specified channel, even if they are sent to an ISA staff member, ISA 
shall have no obligation to respond or confirm that the query was officially 
received.  

18.2 ISA will provide the responses to clarifications through the method 
specified in the BDS. 

18.3 ISA shall endeavor to provide responses to clarifications in an expeditious 
manner, but any delay in such response shall not cause an obligation on 
the part of ISA to extend the submission date of the Proposals, unless ISA 
deems that such an extension is justified and necessary.   

19. Amendment of 
Proposals 

 

19.1 At any time prior to the deadline of Proposal submission, ISA may for any 
reason, such as in response to a clarification requested by a Bidder, modify 
the RFP in the form of an amendment to the RFP.  Amendments will be 
made available to all prospective bidders. 

19.2 If the amendment is substantial, ISA may extend the Deadline for 
submission of proposal to give the Bidders reasonable time to incorporate 
the amendment into their Proposals.  

20. Alternative 
Proposals 

20.1 Unless otherwise specified in the BDS, alternative proposals shall not be 
considered. If submission of alternative proposal is allowed by BDS, a 
Bidder may submit an alternative proposal, but only if it also submits a 
proposal conforming to the RFP requirements.  ISA shall only consider the 
alternative proposal offered by the Bidder whose conforming proposal 
ranked the highest as per the specified evaluation method. Where the 
conditions for its acceptance are met, or justifications are clearly 
established, ISA reserves the right to award a contract based on an 
alternative proposal. 

20.2 If multiple/alternative proposals are being submitted, they must be clearly 
marked as “Main Proposal” and “Alternative Proposal” 

21. Pre-Bid 21.1 When appropriate, a Bidder’s conference will be conducted at the date, 
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Conference 

 

time and location specified in the BDS. All Bidders are encouraged to 
attend. Non-attendance, however, shall not result in disqualification of an 
interested Bidder.  Minutes of the Bidder’s conference will be sent to all 
the participants of the pre-bid conference.  No verbal statement made 
during the conference shall modify the terms and conditions of the RFP, 
unless specifically incorporated in the Minutes of the Bidder’s Conference 
or issued/posted as an amendment to RFP. 

SUBMISSION AND OPENING OF PROPOSALS 

22. Submission  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22.1 The Bidder shall submit a duly signed and complete Proposal comprising 
the documents and forms in accordance with the requirements in the BDS. 
The submission shall be in the manner specified in the BDS. 

22.2 The Proposal shall be signed by the Bidder or person(s) duly authorized to 
commit the Bidder. The authorization shall be communicated through a 
document evidencing such authorization issued by the legal representative 
of the bidding entity, or a Power of Attorney, accompanying the Proposal.    

22.3 Bidders must be aware that the mere act of submission of a Proposal, in 
and of itself, implies that the Bidder fully accepts the ISA General Contract 
Terms and Conditions. ISA_GTBs.pdf 

 

23.  Email 
Submission 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23.1 Email submission, if allowed or specified in the BDS, shall be governed as 
follows: 

a) Electronic files that form part of the proposal must be in accordance 
with the format and requirements indicated in BDS;  

b) The Technical Proposal and the Financial Proposal files MUST BE 
COMPLETELY SEPARATE. The financial proposal shall be encrypted with 
password and clearly labeled. The files must be sent to the dedicated 
email address specified in the BDS.  

c) The password for opening the Financial Proposal should be provided 
only upon request of ISA. ISA will request password only from bidders 
whose Technical Proposal has been found to be technically responsive. 
Failure to provide correct password may result in the proposal being 
rejected. 

24. Deadline for 
Submission of 
Proposals and 
Late Proposals 

24.1 Complete Proposals must be received by ISA in the manner, and no later 
than the date and time, specified in the BDS. ISA shall only recognize the 
date and time that the bid was received by ISA   

24.2 ISA shall not consider any Proposal that is submitted after the deadline for 
the submission of Proposals.  

25. Withdrawal, 
Substitution, 
and 
Modification of 
Proposals 

25.1 A Bidder may withdraw, substitute or modify its Proposal after it has been 
submitted at any time prior to the deadline for submission.  

25.2 Manual and Email submissions: A bidder may withdraw, substitute or 
modify its Proposal by sending a written notice to ISA, duly signed by an 
authorized representative, and shall include a copy of the authorization (or 

https://isa.int/uploads/procurement/ISA_GTBs.pdf
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a Power of Attorney). The corresponding substitution or modification of 
the Proposal, if any, must accompany the respective written notice.  All 
notices must be submitted in the same manner as specified for submission 
of proposals, by clearly marking them as “WITHDRAWAL” “SUBSTITUTION,” 
or “MODIFICATION”  

25.3 Proposals requested to be withdrawn shall be returned unopened to the 
Bidders, only for manual submissions. For online submissions, bids will be 
disregarded by ISA. 

26. Proposal 
Opening  

26.1 There is no public bid opening for RFPs.  ISA shall open the Proposals in the 
presence of an ad-hoc committee formed by ISA, consisting of at least two 
(2) members.   

EVALUATION OF PROPOSALS 

27. Confidentiality 27.1 Information relating to the examination, evaluation, and comparison of 
Proposals, and the recommendation of contract award, shall not be 
disclosed to Bidders or any other persons not officially concerned with such 
process, even after publication of the contract award.  

27.2 Any effort by a Bidder or anyone on behalf of the Bidder to influence ISA in 
the examination, evaluation and comparison of the Proposals or contract 
award decisions may, at ISA’s decision, result in the rejection of its Proposal 
and may be subject to the application of prevailing ISA vendor sanctions 
procedures. 

28. Evaluation of 
Proposals 

28.1 The Bidder is not permitted to alter or modify its Proposal in any way after 
the proposal submission deadline except as permitted under Clause 24 of 
this RFP.   ISA will conduct the evaluation solely on the basis of the 
submitted Technical and Financial Proposals. 

28.2 Evaluation of proposals is made of the following steps: 

• Preliminary Examination  

• Minimum Eligibility and Qualification (if pre-qualification is not done) 

• Evaluation of Technical Proposals 

• Evaluation of Financial Proposals 

29. Preliminary 
Examination  

29.1 ISA shall examine the Proposals to determine whether they are complete 
with respect to minimum documentary requirements, whether the 
documents have been properly signed, and whether the Proposals are 
generally in order, among other indicators that may be used at this stage.  
ISA reserves the right to reject any Proposal at this stage.  

30. Evaluation of 
Eligibility and 
Qualification 

1. Eligibility and Qualification of the Bidder will be evaluated against the 

Minimum Eligibility/Qualification requirements specified in the Section 4 

(Evaluation Criteria). 

2. In general terms, vendors that meet the following criteria may be considered 
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qualified: 

i. They are not included in the UN Security Council 1267/1989 Committee's 
list of terrorists and terrorist financiers.  

ii. They have a good financial standing and have access to adequate 
financial resources to perform the contract and all existing commercial 
commitments, 

iii. They have the necessary similar experience, technical expertise, 
production capacity where applicable, quality certifications, quality 
assurance procedures and other resources applicable to the provision of 
the services required; 

iv. They are able to comply fully with ISA General Terms and Conditions of 
Contract; 

v. They do not have a consistent history of court/arbitral award decisions 
against the Bidder; and 

vi. They have a record of timely and satisfactory performance with their 
clients.  

vii. The consulting firm should provide credentials, through adequate 
references or documentation, their current local presence in the ISA 
focus regions. Past experience of working with ISA and/or with 
multilateral/international organizations will be an added advantage. 

31. Evaluation of 
Technical and 
Financial 
Proposals 

 

31.1 The evaluation team shall review and evaluate the Technical Proposals on 
the basis of their responsiveness to the Terms of Reference and other RFP 
documents, applying the evaluation criteria, sub-criteria, and point system 
specified in the Section 4 (Evaluation Criteria). A Proposal shall be rendered 
non-responsive at the technical evaluation stage if it fails to achieve the 
minimum technical score indicated in the BDS. When necessary and if 
stated in the BDS, ISA may invite technically responsive bidders for a 
presentation related to their technical proposals.  The conditions for the 
presentation shall be provided in the bid document where required.  

31.2 In the second stage, only the Financial Proposals of those Bidders who 
achieve the minimum technical score will be opened for evaluation. The 
Financial Proposals corresponding to Technical Proposals that were 
rendered non-responsive shall remain unopened, and, in the case of 
manual submission, be returned to the Bidder unopened.  For emailed 
Proposals submissions, ISA will not request for the password of the 
Financial Proposals of bidders whose Technical Proposal were found not 
responsive.   

31.3 The evaluation method that applies for this RFP shall be as indicated in the 
BDS, which may be either of two (2) possible methods, as follows: (a) the 
lowest priced method which selects the lowest evaluated financial 
proposal of the technically responsive Bidders; or (b) the combined scoring 
method which will be based on a combination of the technical and financial 
score. 

31.4 When the BDS specifies a combined scoring method, the formula for the 
rating of the Proposals will be as follows: 
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Rating the Technical Proposal (TP): 

 TP Rating = (Total Score Obtained by the Offer / Max. Obtainable Score 
for TP) x 100  

Rating the Financial Proposal (FP): 

 FP Rating = (Lowest Priced Offer / Price of the Offer Being Reviewed) x 
100 

Total Combined Score: 

Combined Score = (TP Rating) x (Weight of TP, e.g. 70%/100) + (FP Rating) x 

(Weight of FP, e.g., 30%/100) 

32.  Due Diligence 32.1 ISA reserves the right to undertake a due diligence exercise, also called post 
qualification, aimed at determining to its satisfaction, the validity of the 
information provided by the Bidder.  Such exercise shall be fully 
documented and may include, but need not be limited to, all or any 
combination of the following: 

a) Verification of accuracy, correctness and authenticity of information 
provided by the Bidder;  

b) Validation of extent of compliance to the RFP requirements and 
evaluation criteria based on what has so far been found by the 
evaluation team; 

c) Inquiry and reference checking with Government entities with 
jurisdiction on the Bidder, or with previous clients, or any other entity 
that may have done business with the Bidder;  

d) Inquiry and reference checking with previous clients on the 
performance on on-going or contracts completed, including physical 
inspections of previous works, as necessary; 

e) Physical inspection of the Bidder’s offices, branches or other places 
where business transpires, with or without notice to the Bidder; 

f) Other means that ISA may deem appropriate, at any stage within the 
selection process, prior to awarding the contract. 

33. Clarification of 
Proposals 

33.1 To assist in the examination, evaluation and comparison of Proposals, ISA 
may, at its discretion, ask any Bidder for a clarification of its Proposal.   

33.2 ISA’s request for clarification and the response shall be in writing and no 
change in the prices or substance of the Proposal shall be sought, offered, 
or permitted, except to provide clarification, and confirm the correction of 
any arithmetic errors discovered by ISA in the evaluation of the Proposals, 
in accordance with RFP. 

33.3 Any unsolicited clarification submitted by a Bidder in respect to its 
Proposal, which is not a response to a request by ISA, shall not be 
considered during the review and evaluation of the Proposals.   
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34. Responsiveness 
of Proposal 

34.1 ISA’s determination of a Proposal’s responsiveness will be based on the 
contents of the Proposal itself. A substantially responsive Proposal is one 
that conforms to all the terms, conditions, TOR and other requirements of 
the RFP without material deviation, reservation, or omission.   

34.2 If a Proposal is not substantially responsive, it shall be rejected by ISA and 
may not subsequently be made responsive by the Bidder by correction of 
the material deviation, reservation, or omission. 

35. Nonconformities
, Reparable 
Errors and 
Omissions 

35.1 Provided that a Proposal is substantially responsive, ISA may waive any 
non-conformities or omissions in the Proposal that, in the opinion of ISA, 
do not constitute a material deviation. 

35.2 ISA may request the Bidder to submit the necessary information or 
documentation, within a reasonable period of time, to rectify nonmaterial 
nonconformities or omissions in the Proposal related to documentation 
requirements.  Such omission shall not be related to any aspect of the price 
of the Proposal.  Failure of the Bidder to comply with the request may result 
in the rejection of its Proposal. 

35.3 For Financial Proposal that has been opened, ISA shall check and correct 
arithmetical errors as follows: 

a) if there is a discrepancy between the unit price and the line item total 
that is obtained by multiplying the unit price by the quantity, the unit 
price shall prevail and the line item total shall be corrected, unless in 
the opinion of ISA there is an obvious misplacement of the decimal 
point in the unit price; in which case the line item total as quoted 
shall govern and the unit price shall be corrected; 

b) if there is an error in a total corresponding to the addition or 
subtraction of subtotals, the subtotals shall prevail, and the total 
shall be corrected; and 

c) if there is a discrepancy between words and figures, the amount in 
words shall prevail, unless the amount expressed in words is related 
to an arithmetic error, in which case the amount in figures shall 
prevail. 

35.4 If the Bidder does not accept the correction of errors made by ISA, its 
Proposal shall be rejected. 

AWARD OF CONTRACT 

36. Right to Accept, 
Reject, Any or All 
Proposals 

36.1 ISA reserves the right to accept or reject any Proposal, to render any or all 
of the Proposals as non-responsive, and to reject all Proposals at any time 
prior to award of contract, without incurring any liability, or obligation to 
inform the affected Bidder(s) of the grounds for ISA’s action.  ISA shall not 
be obliged to award the contract to the lowest priced offer. 

37. Award Criteria 37.1 Prior to expiration of the proposal validity, ISA shall award the contract to 
the qualified Bidder based on the award criteria indicated in the BDS.   
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38. Right to Vary 
Requirements at 
the Time of 
Award 

38.1 At the time of award of Contract, ISA reserves the right to vary the quantity 
of services and/or goods, by up to a maximum twenty-five per cent (25%) 
of the total offer, without any change in the unit price or other terms and 
conditions. 

39. Contract 39.1 Within fifteen (15) days from the date of receipt of the Contract, the 
successful Bidder shall sign and date the Contract and return it to ISA. 
Failure to do so may constitute sufficient grounds for the annulment of the 
award, and forfeiture of the Proposal Security, if any, and on which event, 
ISA may award the Contract to the Second Ranked Bidder or call for new 
Proposals.   

39.2 If the performance, availability, or domain competence of any proposed or 
deployed team member is found unsatisfactory, ISA may require 
replacement of such team member. The Consultant shall provide a 
replacement, acceptable to ISA, within seven (7) days of receiving written 
notice from ISA. Failure to provide such replacement within the prescribed 
period shall constitute a ground for termination for cause by ISA. 

40. Performance 
Security 

40.1 A performance security, if required in BDS, shall be provided in the amount 
specified in BDS. Within fifteen (15) days of the contract signature by both 
parties.  Where a performance security is required, the receipt of the 
performance security by ISA shall be a condition for rendering the contract 
effective. 

41. Bank Guarantee 
for Advanced 
Payment 

41.1 Except when the interests of ISA so require, it is ISA’s preference to make 
no advance payment(s) (i.e., payments without having received any 
outputs). If an advance payment is allowed as per BDS, and exceeds 20% of 
the total contract price, or USD 30,000, whichever is less, the Bidder shall 
submit a Bank Guarantee in the full amount of the advance payment.  

42. Liquidated 
Damages 

42.1 If specified in BDS, ISA shall apply Liquidated Damages resulting from the 
Contractor’s delays or breach of its obligations as per the Contract.  

43. Payment 
Provisions 

43.1 Payment shall be made only upon ISA's written acceptance of the work 
satisfactorily performed in accordance with the Contract. Subject to such 
acceptance, payment shall be effected within thirty (30) days from the 
later of: (i) receipt of a valid invoice from the Contractor through the 
authorised channel. 
 

43.2 Notwithstanding, anything in this section, the contract or any other 
document, ISA may withhold up to ten percent (10%) of any disputed 
invoice amount corresponding to unresolved deficiencies until such 
deficiencies are cured. 

44. Termination for 
Convenience 
Payment 

44.1 If due to any decision of ISA, its governing body, donor, funding partner, or 
any external governmental or institutional circumstance, the assignment is 
dropped/terminated, suspended, or curtailed for reasons not attributable 
to Vendor default. The vendor shall be entitled solely to:(a) payments due 
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against deliverables already accepted; (b) invoices already validly raised in 
accordance with the payment terms; (c) where ISA specifically requires 
handover of partly completed work, reasonable pro-rata value of 
demonstrably usable work up to the date of discontinuance, as determined 
by ISA acting reasonably; (d) reimbursement of any priorly approved, 
documented, and non-cancellable commitments expressly authorised by 
ISA and incurred by the vendor in direct performance of the Contract 
before the date of termination. The payment set out in this Clause shall 
constitute the vendor's sole and exclusive remedy arising from such 
termination, suspension, or discontinuance. 
 

44.2 No loss of profit, opportunity cost, idle charges, demobilization premium, 
or consequential damages shall be admissible. 

45. Non-offloading 
of Core 
Analytical Work 

45.1 The Consultant shall maintain strict confidentiality concerning the 
affairs of ISA and shall ensure continued availability of the identified 
personnel and core institutional resources necessary to meet the 
obligations of the assignment. The Consultant shall not substitute its 
institutional responsibility by off-loading the core analytical, drafting, 
modelling, or quality-assurance work to unnamed external individuals or 
ad hoc consultants not disclosed to ISA and approved in accordance with 
the Contract. 

46. Confidentiality 
and Restricted 
Use 

46.1 The Consultant shall not use ISA confidential information, reports, 
datasets or draft outputs for any other client, publication or marketing 
purpose without prior written approval of ISA. 

47. Other Provisions 
47.1 ISA may withdraw the RFP at any time by providing written notice to the 

bidder in any case in which the mandate of ISA applicable to the 
performance of the Contract or the funding of ISA applicable to the RFP is 
curtailed or terminated, whether in whole or in part.   

47.2 The ISA is striving to achieve gender parity in all its activities.  In this 
regard, female-owned organizations and/or teams with significant gender 
diversity are strongly encouraged to submit a proposal. 

47.3 The ISA recognizes the importance of valuing diversity and promoting 
inclusion in all our work programs and partnerships. The ISA strives to 
engage with organizations and/or teams that reflect its geographical 
representation and diversity. 
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Section 3. Bid Data Sheet 
 
The following data for the services to be procured shall complement, supplement, or amend the 
provisions in the Request for Proposals.  In the case of a conflict between the Instructions to Bidders, the 
Data Sheet, and other annexes or references attached to the Data Sheet, the provisions in the Data Sheet 
shall prevail.   
 

BDS 
No. 

Ref. to 
Section.2 

Data Specific Instructions / Requirements 

1 7 Language of the 
Proposal  

English 

2  Submitting Proposals 
for Parts or sub-parts of 
the TOR (partial bids) 

Not Allowed 

 

3 20 Alternative Proposals  Shall not be considered 

4 21 Pre-proposal 
conference  

July 07, 2026, 3:00 PM – 3:30 PM (IST) 

Pre-Bid Meeting Link: 
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/44720685675036?p=JbGoFeL0
YEdkFx2iAg 

5 10 Proposal Validity Period 120 days 

    6 14 Bid Security  USD 10,000 

To be submitted in the form of bank guarantee or Insurance Surety 
Bonds (ISB) 

7 41 Advanced Payment 
upon signing of contract  

Not Allowed 

8 42 Liquidated Damages Will be imposed as follows: 
 
a. Where the contractor fails to fulfill the performance of the 
deliverables in accordance with the specified timelines in the 
approved strategy document or  
 
b. Where there is non-satisfactory performance of the contract in 
line with the contract terms,  
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/44720685675036?p=JbGoFeL0YEdkFx2iAg
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/44720685675036?p=JbGoFeL0YEdkFx2iAg
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the contractor shall be liable to pay ISA the liquidated damages of a 
daily charge of 1% (one percent) of the total contract sum, for each 
day of the daily occurrence, up to a maximum amount of 15% 
(fifteen percent) of the contract sum; which surcharge is deductible 
from the vendor’s outstanding invoices.  

 
Provided that ISA may the event of the contractor’s default or 
failure to meet a timeline issue a Notice of Breach as a warning of 
first instance; and in the second instance terminate the contract; 
and the invoice due shall be calculated on a pro-rata basis 
following the provision of this section.  

 

9 40 Performance Security Within fifteen (15) days of issuance of Letter of Award, the 

successful Bidder shall furnish a Contract Performance Security 

equal to five percent (5%) of the contract price in the form of an 

unconditional bank guarantee or such other form acceptable to 

ISA. Failure to furnish the same may result in cancellation of award 

and forfeiture of EMD. 

10 18 Currency of Proposal  US Dollars/Indian Rupees 
 
For companies registered in India, the payment will be made in INR, 
and the applicable exchange rate will be locked as per the UN 
Operational Rates of Exchange on the date of bid submission. 
Reference: 
https://treasury.un.org/operationalrates/OperationalRates.php 

11 31 Deadline for submitting 
requests for 
clarifications/ questions 

July 14, 2026, 5:00 PM (IST) 
 
 

12 31 Contact Details for 
submitting 
clarifications/questions  

Focal Person in ISA: Procurement Unit  

 
E-mail:  procurement@isa.int 

 
 
Address: International Solar Alliance, 3rd Floor, Surya Bhawan, NISE 
Campus, Gwal Pahari, Gurugram, Haryana - 122003, India 

13 18, 19 and 
21 

Manner of 
Disseminating 
Supplemental 
Information to the RFP 
and 
responses/clarifications 
to queries 

Direct communication to prospective Proposers by email 

 
E-mail: procurement@isa.int 

https://treasury.un.org/operationalrates/OperationalRates.php
mailto:procurement@isa.int
mailto:procurement@isa.int
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14 23 Deadline of Submission July 28, 2026 – 11:00 PM (Indian Standard Time)  

14 22 Allowable Manner of 
Submitting Proposals 

☐ Submission by email  

15 22 Proposal Submission 
Address  

E-mail: procurement@isa.int 

16 22 Electronic submission 
(email) requirements 
 
 
 
 

▪ Format: PDF files only 
▪ File names must be maximum 60 characters long and must not 

contain any letter or special character other than from Latin 
alphabet/keyboard. 

▪ All files must be free of viruses and not corrupted. 
▪ Password for financial proposal must not be provided to ISA 

until requested by ISA  
▪ Max. File Size per transmission: 5 MB  

17 27 
36 

Evaluation Method for 
the Award of Contract 

Combined Scoring Method, using the 70%-30% distribution for 
technical and financial proposals respectively 
 The minimum technical score required to pass is 70%. 

18  Expected date for 
commencement of 
Contract 

September, 2026 

19  Maximum expected 
duration of contract  

The project deliverables shall be completed within 180 Days from 
the commencement of the contract. 
 
The timeframe may be modified on the basis of mutual consultation 
between the agency and ISA, however, all deliverables should be 
completed within the contract duration. All deliverables should be 
formatted and submitted in ready-to-use/print formats.  

20 35 ISA will award the 
contract to: 

One Proposer only 
 

21 39 Type of Contract  Services contract  
 

22  Draft Contract 
Agreement 

Bidders must review the Draft Contract Agreement at Section 7 in 
full. Acceptance of contract terms is a condition of bid submission. 
Proposed deviations, if any, must be submitted in writing by the 
clarification deadline 

23  Other Information 
Related to the RFP 

[All other instructions and information not yet mentioned so far in 
this Data Sheet but are relevant to the RFP must be cited here, and 
any further entries that may be added below this table row] 

mailto:procurement@isa.int
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Section 4. Evaluation Criteria 
 

Preliminary Examination Criteria  
Proposals will be examined to determine whether they are complete and submitted in accordance with 
RFP requirements as per below criteria on a Yes/No basis: 

• Appropriate signatures 

• Power of Attorney 

• Minimum documents provided 

• Technical and Financial Proposals submitted separately 

• Bid Validity 

• Bid Security submitted as per RFP requirements with compliant validity period 
 

Minimum Eligibility and Qualification Criteria  
Eligibility and Qualification will be evaluated on Pass/Fail basis.  
 

Subject Criteria 
Document 
Submission 
requirement 

ELIGIBILITY    

Legal 
Status 

Vendor is a legally registered entity.  

JV/Consortium/Sub-contract is allowed under this contract 

Form B: Bidder 
Information Form 

Form C: JV Form  

Eligibility Bidder is not suspended, nor debarred, nor otherwise identified as 
ineligible by any UN Organization or the World Bank Group or any other 
international Organization in accordance with ITB clause 3.   

Form A: Technical 
Proposal 
Submission Form 

Conflict of 
Interest 

No conflicts of interest in accordance with clause 4.  Form A: Technical 
Proposal 
Submission Form 

Bankruptcy Not declared bankruptcy, not involved in bankruptcy or receivership 
proceedings, and there is no judgment or pending legal action against the 
vendor that could impair its operations in the foreseeable future. 

Form A: Technical 
Proposal 
Submission Form 

QUALIFICA
TION 

  

History of 
Non-
Performing 
Contracts1  

Non-performance of a contract did not occur as a result of contractor 
default for the last 3 years. 

Form D: 
Qualification Form 

 
1 Non-performance, as decided by ISA, shall include all contracts where (a) non-performance was not challenged by the contractor, 

including through referral to the dispute resolution mechanism under the respective contract, and (b) contracts that were so 

challenged but fully settled against the contractor. Non-performance shall not include contracts where Employers decision was 

overruled by the dispute resolution mechanism. Non-performance must be based on all information on fully settled disputes or 
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Litigation 
History 

No consistent history of court/arbitral award decisions against the Bidder 
for the last 3 years.  

Form D: 
Qualification Form 

Previous 
Experience 

S.No. Criteria Documents 

required  

1. 

Minimum five (5) years of demonstrated 

experience in cross-border electricity 

transmission planning, regional 

electricity grid master plan preparation, 

regional (cross-country) power system 

planning, regional electricity markets 

and regional power pools, including 

availability of and access to the relevant 

data, information and databases 

necessary for carrying out such 

assignments.  

Provide Proof 

2. 

Minimum five (5) years of demonstrated 

experience of policy formulation, 

regulatory framework, institutional 

development relating to cross-border 

electricity transmission planning, 

regional electricity grid master plan 

preparation, regional (cross-country) 

power system planning, regional 

electricity markets and regional power 

pools, including availability of and 

access to the relevant data, information 

and databases necessary for carrying 

out such assignments.   

Provide Proof 

3. 

Demonstrated track record during last 5 

years in delivering high-quality regional 

analytical studies, reports, strategies, 

outlooks, master plans, feasibility 

studies, techno-commercial studies, or 

flagship knowledge products in the field 

of cross-border electricity transmission 

systems, regional power systems, 

regional electricity markets or regional 

power pools. 

Provide Proof 

For the avoidance of doubt, only such bidders shall be eligible whose 

Form D: 
Qualification Form 
(Previous Relevant 
Experience) 

 
litigation, i.e. dispute or litigation that has been resolved in accordance with the dispute resolution mechanism under the respective 

contract and where all appeal instances available to the Bidder have been exhausted.   
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relevant experience is directly in the subject matter of cross-border 

transmission systems or regional power systems. General 

management consultants, strategy advisors, accounting or transaction 

advisory firms, or other firms lacking direct institutional experience in 

preparing such documents in the aforesaid domains shall not qualify 

merely based on generic consulting credentials, proposed experts, 

associates, parent / affiliate credentials, or intent to engage individual 

consultants after award. 

The above experience must be the Bidder’s own experience or, in case 

of a JV / Consortium, the direct experience of its constituent members, 

provided that the Lead Member must independently possess and 

demonstrate the core technical experience in the relevant domain.  

Experience of individual experts working privately, temporary 

associated advisors, sub-consultants, or proposed personnel shall not 

be counted as the Bidder’s experience.  

 

Subcontracting or off-loading of the core analytical, technical, 

modeling, regional assessment, scenario-building, or report-drafting 

scope to individual consultants or third parties shall not be permitted 

except with ISA’s prior written approval for clearly identified limited 

support tasks, and in no case shall such approval dilute the Bidder’s 

primary responsibility.  

 

Each Bidder shall furnish documentary evidence, duly certified by its 

authorized signatory holding Power of Attorney, including copy of 

work order / contract / Letter of Award and completion certificate / 

proof of final payment / client certificate or other acceptable evidence, 

in support of the above technical capability. 
 

Financial 
Standing 

The Bidder shall have Minimum Average Annual Turnover of INR Five 
Crores (INR 5,00,00,000) or equivalent in a freely convertible currency 
during the last Five Financial Years. For the avoidance of any doubt, 
Minimum Average Annual Turnover refers to the fee received by Bidder 
for providing advisory or consultancy services to its clients. 

 

The Bidder should have positive Net Worth for at least Three Financial 
Years out of the last Five Financial Years. Bidder may meet the financial 
requirement referred to above through its parent / affiliate company, 
provided legally admissible documentary support acceptable to ISA is 
submitted. 

 

Form D: 
Qualification Form 
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Documentary proof in support of turnover and net worth shall be 
submitted in the form of a certificate certified by Chartered Accountant / 
Statutory Auditor along with copies of audited annual accounts for the 
relevant years. ISA reserves the right to waive minor deviations that do not 
materially affect the capability of the Bidder to perform the contract. 

Bidder must demonstrate the current soundness of its financial standing 
and indicate its prospective long-term profitability 

Form D: 
Qualification Form 

 
Technical Proposal of Bidders who passes the minimum eligibility criteria will only be evaluated. 
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Technical Proposal Evaluation Criteria 
 

Summary of Technical Proposal Evaluation Forms 
Points 

Obtainable 

1. Bidder’s qualification, capacity, and experience  300 

2. Proposed Methodology, Approach, and Implementation Plan 500 

3. Management Structure and Key Personnel 200 

 
Total 1000 

 

Definition Similar work/assignment: 

“Experience in the areas outlined in Section 4 

 

 

 

Section 1. Bidder’s qualification, capacity, and experience  
Points 

obtainable 

1.1 Organizational Profile, Legal Standing and Financial Capacity 

Legal registration and entity type (firm, consortium, JV); incorporation 

documentation and lead entity identification; financial viability evidenced by audited 

accounts for the last three financial years; absence of debarment or disqualifying 

conflict of interest; institutional quality and confidentiality policies. 

25 

1.2 Relevant Track Record and Institutional Experience 

 

Experience in producing large-scale, multi-regional energy knowledge products or 

outlook reports at global or multi-continental scale (last 10 years); demonstrated 

technical expertise in cross-border electricity transmission, regional grid 

interconnection or power market integration; experience in delivering 

digital/cartographic outputs (interactive maps, GIS-based transmission mapping, 

scenario tools); prior engagement with intergovernmental organisations, MDBs or 

international energy bodies. 

200 

1.3 Client References and Proof of Past Performance 

Minimum number of comparable references as specified in the RFP; credible, 

verifiable institutional clients with contact details; reference letters or signed 

completion certificates submitted; quality and relevance of reference projects in 

terms of scope comparability, geography, contract scale, and evidence of on-time, 

within-budget delivery. 

75 
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Total Section 2 300 

Bidder shall submit documentary proof/copy of the orders of relevant assignments/ Self certification with 

proof by the authorized signatory of the bidder for each assignment for the purpose of technical 

evaluation.  

 

Section 2. Proposed Methodology, Approach and Implementation Plan 
Points 

obtainable 

2.1 Understanding of the Assignment and Terms of Reference 

 

Demonstrated understanding of the purpose, scope, and intended policy use of the 

Global Grid Interconnection Outlook; articulation of the multi-stakeholder 

audience; identification of key assignment challenges including data heterogeneity, 

geopolitical sensitivities in cross-border data, definitional inconsistencies across 

regions, and multi-stakeholder engagement complexity; clarity on how the 

methodology links scope items to the five milestone deliverables. 

80 

2.2 Research Design, Data Strategy and Analytical Framework 

 

Robustness of proposed data architecture covering all six regions (Asia, Africa, 

Europe, Americas, Oceania); approach to harmonising incompatible 

national/regional datasets; explicit data gap management strategy; rigour of the 

analytical framework for the regional status review (cross-border transmission, 

electricity trade, market integration, project pipelines); audit trail design ensuring 

all sources, assumptions and stakeholder inputs are documented and no material 

conclusion is unsupported. 

100 

2.3 Scenario Development and 2050 Outlook Projections 

 

Proposed scenario architecture - minimum four scientifically grounded scenarios 

with clear differentiation, basis in policy trajectories, technology projections and 

net-zero commitments; projection methodology for regions where formal plans are 

unavailable (transparent reasoning, proxy indicators, expert elicitation); cross-

regional consistency framework; treatment of uncertainty, sensitivity analysis, and 

communication of confidence levels to policy audiences. 

120 

2.4 Digital, Cartographic and Publication Outputs 

 

Evaluate: technical approach for the global interactive digital map (data attributes: 

capacity, length, voltage, line type, terminal substations; platform; deliverable 

format); web-based report architecture including scenario exploration interface and 

adjustable parameters; approach to producing one global flagship report and four 

regional reports to copy-edited, design-ready standard; commitment to delivering 

complete editable source files, datasets, map layers and image permissions to ISA. 

80 
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2.5 Stakeholder Engagement and Regional Consultation Plan 

 

Evaluate: quality and coverage of the stakeholder consultation plan (regional power 

pools, system operators, regulators, financiers, MDBs, governments); design of 

minimum five regional consultation workshops (South Asia, ASEAN, Middle 

East/GCC, Africa, Europe) including concept, agenda, background papers, 

proceedings and feedback matrix; methodology for integrating stakeholder inputs 

into analytical outputs; feasibility and realism of the consultation logistics plan 

within 26 weeks. 

80 

2.6 Work Plan, Timeline and Quality Assurance 

 

Evaluate: realism and detail of the work plan aligned to the five-milestone schedule 

(T+2, T+10, T+20, T+24, T+26 weeks); activity-level Gantt or equivalent schedule 

demonstrating feasibility; risk register with assignment-specific risks and credible 

mitigations; quality assurance plan covering internal editorial review, peer/expert 

validation, and publication-ready output standards. 

40 

Total Section 2 500 

 
 

Section 3. Management Structure and Key Personnel Points obtainable 

3.1 Team Structure and Management Arrangement 

 

Evaluate: clarity of proposed team structure with roles, reporting lines and 

responsibilities defined; staffing depth sufficient to deliver all five milestone 

deliverables within 26 weeks without over-reliance on one or two individuals; 

quality of management arrangement including designated engagement 

director with clear decision-making authority and ISA engagement protocol. 

50 

3.2 Assignment Director / Team Lead 

 

Evaluate: qualifications and seniority commensurate with a flagship global 

knowledge product (advanced degree, relevant field); track record in directing 

comparable multi-regional energy research assignments; experience 

interfacing with senior policymakers, intergovernmental bodies or 

international organisations; confirmed time allocation sufficient for active 

oversight and quality control across the full 26-week duration. 

60 
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3.3 Core Technical and Analytical Experts 

 

Evaluate: power systems/transmission expert(s) with demonstrated 

experience in cross-border electricity transmission, HVAC/HVDC systems or 

regional grid modelling; energy market, policy and finance analyst(s) with 

expertise in regional electricity market design, cross-border trade regulation, 

and transmission infrastructure financing; adequacy of genuine regional 

specialist coverage across the geographic scope of the TOR (Asia sub-regions, 

Africa sub-regions, Europe, Americas, Oceania). 

60 

3.4  Specialist and Support Functions 

 

Evaluate: GIS and cartography specialist with experience in high-resolution 

transmission mapping and interactive digital geospatial products; editorial 

and publication design resource capable of producing copy-edited, design-

ready publications to international standards; stakeholder engagement and 

consultation coordinator for workshop logistics, proceedings documentation 

and feedback matrix management. 

30 

Total Section 3  200 

 
 

Kindly provide against each point the reference page number where narration/proof of the response to 

the point is provided in the bid. 
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Section 5. Terms of Reference 
 

A. Scope of Work 

The Consultant shall carry out the assignment in close coordination with ISA and shall deliver a first-of-its-

kind knowledge product on global and regional electricity grid interconnections, including all analytical, 

editorial, cartographic, digital and consultation outputs required under this RFP. The report will present 

a long-term outlook for global grid development up to 2050, examining the evolving landscape of cross-

border electricity trade, regional grid integration, and emerging transmission corridors across key regions. 

By systematically analyzing current progress, policy developments, technological trends, and planned 

infrastructure projects, the report shall provide a consolidated global perspective on the state of cross 

border electricity interconnections and cross border electricity trade and regional electricity markets. 

Through rigorous review, analysis and scenario-based projections, the report should also identify future 

pathways for strengthening regional and global electricity grid connectivity. The produced knowledge 

report should provide foundational global knowledge base for policymakers, system planners, regulators, 

and investors, enabling informed decision-making and strategic planning for large-scale electricity 

interconnections. The Outlook report aims to serve as a global reference document, shaping the long-term 

discourse on regional and global electricity grid integration and supporting the development of resilient, 

interconnected, and renewable-powered global power systems. 

The broad scope of work shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following: 

1. Review and analyse the current status, progress, investment trends and future outlook of cross-border 

transmission interconnections, including submarine-cable-based interconnections, cross-border 

electricity trade and regional electricity market integration covering following regions  ASIA ( South 

Asia, Middle East, South East Asia, North East Asia, Central Asia), Africa (Eastern Africa, Western Africa, 

Central Africa, North Africa, Southern Africa), Europe (EU member states and ENTSOe member 

Countries), Australia, Latin America , North America. 

 

2. Develop at least four scientifically grounded outlook scenarios up to 2050, building on existing regional 

and national transmission plans, power system expansion plans/strategies, cross-border 

interconnection initiatives (bilateral, trilateral and multilateral/regional), and market development 

pathways. Where formal plans are unavailable, the Consultant shall develop reasoned projections 

using transparent methodology and clearly stated assumptions. Projection exercise should factor in 

the need to ensure consistency, clarity, and analytical rigor across the region of the globe by 

considering the regional specificities.  

 

3. Assess policy, regulatory, institutional, legal, technical, system operation, commercial, technological, 

financing, investment and electricity market dimensions that have shaped, or may shape, regional and 

global electricity grid interconnections. The analysis should consider the evolving global clean energy 
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transition and net-zero commitments. Consultant shall also examine the extent to which existing 

frameworks, market structures, investment models, and technological developments support or 

constrain the expansion of cross-border electricity interconnections (bilateral, trilateral and 

multilateral/regional) and regional electricity markets. 

 

4. Identify enabling factors, success drivers, barriers, bottlenecks, risk factors, mitigation measures and 

lessons learned from international experience including strategic, policy, regulatory, legal and 

institutional frameworks/instruments which were put in place, and present stylized case studies from 

relevant regions. 

 

5. Prepare a global and regional pipeline of interconnection projects, investment needs, project fact 

sheets and investment toolkit covering both existing and prospective transmission corridors. 

 

6. Undertake consultations with relevant regional bodies, power pools, transmission planners, utilities, 

regulators, system operators, market institutions, financiers, MDBs and other stakeholders, and 

integrate stakeholder inputs into the analytical outputs. 

 

7. Prepare a comprehensive draft report package in physical and digital form, together with a web-based 

version capable of presenting the outlook and allowing basic scenario exploration by users through 

adjustable parameters agreed with ISA.  

 

8. Develop a high-resolution global interactive digital map and a physical publication-ready map of cross-

border transmission interconnections. The map shall include, at a minimum, line location, transfer 

capacity, line length, terminal substations, voltage level and line type (HVAC / HVDC), along with 

project profiles. 

 

9. Organize and conduct regional stakeholder consultation workshops, preferably in physical format 

where feasible, covering at least South Asia, ASEAN, Middle East / GCC, Africa and Europe. This shall 

include concept notes, agenda, logistics support inputs, presentations, background papers, 

proceedings and summary outcomes. 

 

10. Prepare the final publication package consisting of: (i) one consolidated final report, (ii) one global 

flagship report in copy-edited and design-ready format, (iii) four regional outlook reports in copy-

edited and design-ready format, (iv) presentation decks, flyers, pocketbook / summary products, and 

(v) final digital / web outputs and editable source files. 

 

11. Provide all underlying datasets, models, assumptions, reference logs, interview trackers, 

bibliographies, image permissions, map layers and editable files necessary for ISA to update, reuse or 

disseminate the outputs. 
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12. Make presentations and provide clarifications to ISA and other stakeholders whenever required during 

the term of the assignment. 

The Consultant shall maintain a clear audit trail of sources, assumptions and stakeholder consultations. No 

material conclusion shall be presented without supporting analysis. All outputs shall be in professional, 

publication-ready English and shall be suitable for international policy and knowledge dissemination. 

The assignment is expected to be done in hybrid mode using secondary data sources and primary research 

using stakeholder consultations, workshops, meetings, analysis etc. 

B. DELIVERABLES AND TIME SCHEDULE 

The Consultant shall submit the following deliverables from the Zero Date, being the date of issuance of 

Letter of Award (LoA) / Notice to Proceed, or such other date as ISA may notify in writing. 

S. No. Deliverable Description Timeline 

1 Inception Report 

Detailed methodology; work plan; 
staffing plan; risk register; source 
strategy; consultation plan; detailed 
chapter outline; digital architecture 
note for map/web outputs; quality 
assurance plan. 

T + 2 weeks 

2 Draft Analytical Package 

Draft global report; draft regional 
analytical chapters; scenario framework 
and assumptions; draft investment 
pipeline and toolkit; prototype digital 
structure and draft map layers. 

T + 10 weeks 

3 
Regional Consultation 
Package 

Regional consultation workshops; 
consultation presentations; 
proceedings; summary notes; 
consolidated feedback matrix; revised 
analytical notes reflecting stakeholder 
comments. 

T + 20 weeks 

4 Final Report Package 

Final consolidated report; one global 
flagship report; four regional outlook 
reports; final map outputs; editable 
source files; database; final 
presentations; dissemination materials. 

T + 24 weeks 

5 
Release and Closure 
Support 

Support for public release; final web 
publication support files; handover 
memorandum; complete archive of 
data, models, design files and 
permissions; final acceptance note. 

T + 26 weeks 
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There may be any other deliverables, which are not specifically mentioned above but may be required for 

completing the task. The Consultant shall have to include such deliverables, as a part of final report to be 

considered as successful completion of the assignment. For avoidance of doubt, each deliverable shall be 

deemed accepted only after ISA issues written acceptance or written comments, and the Consultant 

incorporates all comments to ISA’s satisfaction. Where ISA provides comments, resubmission shall be made 

within seven (7) working days unless otherwise directed. 

C. PERIOD OF ENGAGEMENT 

The total duration of the assignment shall be 26 Weeks from the Zero Date, unless extended by ISA in 

writing. Completion of the assignment shall mean completion and acceptance of all deliverables, 

submission of all editable source files and data sets, and compliance with all handover requirements. 

D. TERMS OF PAYMENT 

Payment shall be made as per the following schedule:  

S. No. 
Delivera
ble 

Description Timeline 
Payment (% of 
contract value) 

1 Inception Report 

Detailed methodology; work plan; 
staffing plan; risk register; source 
strategy; consultation plan; detailed 
chapter outline; digital architecture 
note for map/web outputs; quality 
assurance plan. 

T + 2 weeks 

 

10% 

2 
Draft Analytical 
Package 

Draft global report; draft regional 
analytical chapters; scenario 
framework and assumptions; draft 
investment pipeline and toolkit; 
prototype digital structure and draft 
map layers. 

T + 10 weeks 

 

20% 

3 
Regional 
Consultation 
Package 

Regional consultation workshops; 
consultation presentations; 
proceedings; summary notes; 
consolidated feedback matrix; 
revised analytical notes reflecting 
stakeholder comments. 

T + 20 weeks 

 

15% 

4 
Final Report 
Package 

Final consolidated report; one 
global flagship report; four regional 
outlook reports; final map outputs; 
editable source files; database; final 
presentations; dissemination 
materials. 

T + 24 weeks 

 

40% 
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S. No. 
Delivera
ble 

Description Timeline 
Payment (% of 
contract value) 

5 
Release and Closure 
Support 

Support for public release; final web 
publication support files; handover 
memorandum; complete archive of 
data, models, design files and 
permissions; final acceptance note. 

T + 26 weeks 

 

15% 

Payment shall be made on milestone basis against accepted deliverables, subject to submission of proper 

invoice and statutory documents. ISA may withhold up to ten percent (10%) of any disputed invoice amount 

corresponding to unresolved deficiencies until such deficiencies are cured.  

E. TRAVEL AND EVENT COSTS 

All costs related to travel, boarding, lodging, logistics support, venue coordination inputs, consultation 

preparation, presentation material, and local movement of the Consultant’s personnel shall be deemed 

included in the quoted price unless specifically provided otherwise in the Contract. Reimbursable third-

party venue costs, if any, shall be payable only if expressly pre-approved in writing by ISA. 

F. INTEGRITY, CONFIDENTIALITY AND CONFLICT PROVISIONS 

(i) The Consultant shall maintain strict confidentiality of all information, data, interview records, 

working papers and unpublished outputs received or generated under the assignment. 

 

(ii) The Consultant shall disclose any actual, potential or perceived conflict of interest at bid stage 

and throughout the contract period. 

 

(iii) The Consultant shall not use ISA confidential information, reports, datasets or draft outputs for 

any other client, publication or marketing purpose without prior written approval of ISA. 

 

(iv) All key personnel proposed in the bid shall be deployed for the assignment. Replacement shall 

require prior written approval of ISA and shall be only by personnel of equal or higher 

qualification and experience. 

 

 

G. OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1. The controlling authority for the assignment shall be the designated Programme Head / 
competent officer of ISA or such other officer as ISA may notify in writing from time to time. 

 

2. The Consultant shall make available, and continue to make available, all key and supporting 
personnel, systems, tools, and back-end resources required for successful execution of the 
assignment and for participation in meetings, consultations, workshops, presentations, and 
review sessions as may be scheduled by ISA. 
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3. All claims for payment shall be raised strictly in accordance with the agreed payment terms and 
only upon achievement of the relevant milestone. ISA shall be entitled to process payment only 
on the basis of satisfactory progress, quality, completeness, and written acceptance of the 
corresponding deliverable. 

 

4. In case there is delay by the Consultant in accomplishing any deliverable or any material 
deficiency in performance which, in ISA’s opinion, is attributable to the Consultant, ISA reserves 
the right to have such specific work or remedial work carried out through any other agency at 
the risk and cost of the Consultant, without prejudice to ISA’s other contractual rights and 
remedies. 

 

5. If the performance, availability, or domain competence of any proposed or deployed team 
member is found unsatisfactory, ISA may require replacement of such team member. The 
Consultant shall provide a replacement, acceptable to ISA, within seven (7) days of receipt of 
such request or within such shorter period as ISA may reasonably require in the interests of the 
assignment. 

 

6. ISA may cancel the contract or take other contractual action at any stage if the performance of 
the team, the quality of outputs, or the knowledge and responsiveness of the Consultant is 
found unsatisfactory, or if any material information furnished at bid stage or during execution is 
found to be false, misleading, incomplete in a material respect, or misrepresented. 

 

7. Given the sensitive and policy-facing nature of the assignment, the Consultant shall provide a 
specific undertaking that the contents or substance of any reference material, internal note, 
draft, dataset, consultation record, correspondence, or document shared by ISA or generated 
under the assignment shall not be disclosed to any third person without ISA’s prior written 
approval, failing which ISA shall be entitled to terminate the engagement and pursue all other 
remedies available under the Contract. 

 

8. If due to any decision of ISA, its governing body, donor, funding partner, or any external 
governmental or institutional circumstance, the assignment is dropped/terminated, suspended, 
or curtailed for reasons not attributable to Consultant default, the “Drop Dead Fee” shall be 
applied and same shall be limited strictly to: (a) payments due against deliverables already 
accepted; (b) claims already validly raised in accordance with the payment terms; and (c) where 
ISA specifically requires handover of partly completed work, reasonable pro-rata value of 
demonstrably usable work up to the date of discontinuance, as determined by ISA acting 
reasonably. No loss of profit, opportunity cost, idle charges, demobilization premium, or 
consequential damages shall be admissible. 

 

9. The Consultant shall not be engaged, and if engaged may be disqualified or terminated, where 
its interests conflict with prior or current obligations to other organizations or clients, or where 
such circumstances may impair independence, create unfair advantage, or otherwise place the 
Consultant in a position of conflict. The Consultant shall disclose all actual, potential, or 
perceived conflicts of interest at bid stage and throughout the assignment. 



35 

 

 

10. The Consultant shall keep ISA, during and after the term of the Contract, fully and effectively 
indemnified against all losses, damages, injuries, deaths, expenses, actions, proceedings, 
demands, costs, and claims, including legal fees and expenses, suffered by ISA or any third party, 
where such loss, damage, injury, death, or claim results from wrongful action, negligence, 
breach of contract, breach of confidentiality, violation of law, infringement of intellectual 
property or other third-party rights, or misconduct by the Consultant, its personnel, 
subcontractors, consortium members, or agents. 

 

11. ISA reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, annul the bid process, modify the RFP, 
issue clarifications or amendments, or discontinue the procurement, without assigning any 
reason and without incurring liability of any nature whatsoever to any bidder. 

 

12. ISA shall not entertain any claim of any nature whatsoever, including any claim for costs or 
expenses incurred in relation to preparation, submission, clarification, negotiation, 
presentation, due diligence, or any other activity relating to bidding or award, except as 
expressly provided in the Contract after award. 

 

13. The Consultant shall maintain strict confidentiality concerning the affairs of ISA and shall ensure 
continued availability of the identified personnel and core institutional resources necessary to 
meet the obligations of the assignment. The Consultant shall not substitute its institutional 
responsibility by off-loading the core analytical, drafting, modelling, or quality-assurance work 
to unnamed external individuals or ad hoc consultants not disclosed to ISA and approved in 
accordance with the Contract. 

 

14. Any matter not expressly provided in the RFP but necessary for prudent contract administration, 
protection of ISA’s interests, quality of outputs, continuity of performance, compliance with law, 
ethical conduct, and orderly completion of the assignment shall be governed by the Contract 
Agreement, ISA procurement requirements, and the written instructions of ISA consistent with 
the RFP and the Contract. 
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Section 6: Returnable Bidding Forms / Checklist 

 
This form serves as a checklist for preparation of your Proposal. Please complete the Returnable Bidding 
Forms in accordance with the instructions in the forms and return them as part of your Proposal 
submission. No alteration to format of forms shall be permitted and no substitution shall be accepted. 
Before submitting your Proposal, please ensure compliance with the Proposal Submission instructions of 
the BDS. 

 

Technical Proposal Envelope: 

Have you duly completed all the Returnable Bidding Forms?   
▪ Form A: Technical Proposal Submission Form ☐ 
▪ Form B: Bidder Information Form ☐ 
▪ Form C: Joint Venture/Consortium/ Association Information Form ☐ 
▪ Form D: Qualification Form ☐ 
▪ Form E: Format of Technical Proposal  ☐ 

▪ [Add other forms as necessary] ☐ 

Have you provided the required documents to establish compliance with the 
evaluation criteria in Section 4?  

☐ 

 
Financial Proposal Envelope  
(Must be submitted in a separate sealed envelope/password protected email) 

▪ Form F: Financial Proposal Submission Form ☐ 

▪ Form G: Financial Proposal Form ☐ 
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Form A: Technical Proposal Submission Form 
 

Name of Bidder: [Insert Name of Bidder] Date: Select date 
RFP reference: [Insert RFP Reference Number] 

We, the undersigned, offer to provide the services for [Insert Title of services] in accordance with your 
Request for Proposal No. [Insert RFP Reference Number] and our Proposal.  We are hereby submitting our 
Proposal, which includes this Technical Proposal and our Financial Proposal sealed under a separate 
envelope. 

We hereby declare that our firm, its affiliates or subsidiaries or employees, including any JV/Consortium 
/Association members or subcontractors or suppliers for any part of the contract: 

a) is not under procurement prohibition by the United Nations, including but not limited to prohibitions 
derived from the Compendium of United Nations Security Council Sanctions Lists; 

b) have not been suspended, debarred, sanctioned or otherwise identified as ineligible by any UN 
Organization or the World Bank Group or any other international Organization;  

c) have no conflict of interest in accordance with Instruction to Bidders Clause 4; 

d) do not employ, or anticipate employing, any person(s) who is, or has been an ISA staff member within 
the last year, if said ISA staff member has or had prior professional dealings with our firm in his/her 
capacity as ISA staff member within the last three years of service with the ISA; 

e) have not declared bankruptcy, are not involved in bankruptcy or receivership proceedings, and there 
is no judgment or pending legal action against them that could impair their operations in the 
foreseeable future;  

f) undertake not to engage in proscribed practices, including but not limited to corruption, fraud, 
coercion, collusion, obstruction, or any other unethical practice, with the ISA or any other party, and 
to conduct business in a manner that averts any financial, operational, reputational or other undue 
risk to the ISA and we embrace the principles of the ISA Supplier Code of Conduct. 

We declare that all the information and statements made in this Proposal are true and we accept that any 
misinterpretation or misrepresentation contained in this Proposal may lead to our disqualification and/or 
sanctioning by the ISA.  

We offer to provide services in conformity with the Bidding documents, including the ISA General 
Conditions of Contract and in accordance with the Terms of Reference 

Our Proposal shall be valid and remain binding upon us for the period of time specified in the Bid Data 
Sheet.  

We understand and recognize that you are not bound to accept any Proposal you receive. 

I, the undersigned, certify that I am duly authorized by [Insert Name of Bidder] to sign this Proposal and 
bind it should ISA accept this Proposal.  

Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Title:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Date: _____________________________________________________________ 

Signature:  _____________________________________________________________ 

[Stamp with official stamp of the Bidder]  



38 

 

Form B: Bidder Information Form 

 
Legal name of Bidder [Complete] 
Legal address [Complete] 
Year of registration [Complete] 
Bidder’s Authorized Representative 
Information 

Name and Title: [Complete]  
Telephone numbers: [Complete] 
Email: [Complete] 

Are you a UNGM registered vendor? ☐ Yes   ☐ No  If yes, [insert UNGM vendor number]  

Are you an ISA vendor? ☐ Yes   ☐ No   
Countries of operation [Complete] 
No. of full-time employees [Complete] 
Quality Assurance Certification (e.g. 
ISO 9000 or Equivalent) (If yes, 
provide a Copy of the valid Certificate): 

[Complete] 

Does your Company hold any 
accreditation such as ISO 14001 
related to the environment? (If yes, 
provide a Copy of the valid Certificate): 

[Complete] 

Does your Company have a Written 
Statement of its Environmental 
Policy? (If yes, provide a Copy) 

[Complete] 

Contact person ISA may contact for 
requests for clarification during 
Proposal evaluation  

Name and Title: [Complete] 
Telephone numbers: [Complete] 
Email: [Complete] 

Please attach the following 
documents:  

▪ Company Profile, which should not exceed fifteen (15) 
pages, including printed brochures and product catalogues 
relevant to the goods/services being procured  

▪ Certificate of Incorporation/ Business Registration  
▪ Tax Registration/Payment Certificate issued by the Internal 

Revenue Authority evidencing that the Bidder is updated 
with its tax payment obligations, or Certificate of Tax 
exemption, if any such privilege is enjoyed by the Bidder  

▪ Trade name registration papers, if applicable 
▪ Local Government permit to locate and operate in 

assignment location, if applicable  
▪ Official Letter of Appointment as local representative, if 

Bidder is submitting a Bid in behalf of an entity located 
outside the country 

▪ Power of Attorney  

 

 

 

 

 

 



39 

 

Form C: Joint Venture/Consortium/Association Information Form 
 

Name of Bidder: [Insert Name of Bidder] Date: Select date 
RFP reference: [Insert RFP Reference Number] 

 
To be completed and returned with your Proposal if the Proposal is submitted as a Joint 
Venture/Consortium/Association. 
 
The bid may be submitted by an individual firm or by Joint Venture (JV) / Consortium with one of the 
members acting as the Lead Member of the JV / Consortium. In case of JV / Consortium, the number of 
members shall not exceed two (2) and all members shall be jointly and severally liable for the execution of 
the entire assignment in accordance with the terms and conditions of this RFP. It is Bidder’s responsibility to 
ensure that its employees, joint venture members, sub-contractors, service providers, suppliers and/or their 
employees meet the eligibility requirements as established by ISA. 
 

JV / Consortium must comply with the following requirements: 

 

(i) Lead Member of the Bidding JV shall mean a firm / member who commits at least twenty-six 

percent (26%) participation in the JV, meets the technical experience requirement under 

Clause F(II), and is so designated by the other member in the Bidding JV. In case of 

Consortium, Lead Member would be one who is designated as Lead Member by both 

members through the Consortium Agreement. 

 

(ii) In case of JV, the bidding JV (also referred to as the Bidder) shall submit a Joint Deed of 

Undertaking in the Technical Bid. No change in the structure / constitution of the JV shall be 

permitted at any stage during bidding or execution of the assignment in the event of award, 

except with prior written consent of ISA; 

 

(iii) The qualifying criteria parameters, such as experience and financial resources of the relevant 

period, of the individual members of the JV / Consortium may be added together and the 

total criteria should not be less than that specified in the qualifying / eligibility criteria in this 

RFP, subject always to the specific requirement that the Lead Member must independently 

satisfy the technical experience requirement in Clause F(II); 

 

(iv) The pre-qualification of a JV / Consortium shall not necessarily pre-qualify any of its members 

individually or as a member in any other JV / Consortium or association. In case of dissolution 

of a JV / Consortium, each constituent firm may pre-qualify individually if it independently 

meets all qualification requirements, subject to prior written approval of ISA; 

 

(v) The bid submission must include documentary evidence of the relationship between the JV 

/ Consortium members in the form of a JV / Consortium Agreement legally binding all 
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members jointly and severally for the proposed contract and clearly setting out the principles 

of constitution, operation, responsibilities regarding work and financial arrangements, 

participation share, and liabilities of each and all firms in the JV / Consortium. Such JV / 

Consortium Agreement must evidence the commitment of the parties to bid for this 

assignment and to execute the contract if the bid is successful. The JV/Consortium 

Agreement shall follow the template given at Section-2. 

 

(vi) One of the members shall be nominated as being in-charge of the contract and shall be 

designated as the Lead Member. This authorization shall be evidenced by a Power of 

Attorney (as per the format given in Section-2) signed by legally authorized signatories of all 

members and submitted with the bid; 

 

(vii) The JV / Consortium Agreement must provide that the Lead Member shall be authorized to 

incur liabilities and receive instructions for and on behalf of any and all members of the JV / 

Consortium and the entire execution of the contract shall be done with the active 

participation of the Lead Member; 

 

(viii) The Contract Agreement shall be signed by each JV / Consortium member. Subsequent 

declarations, letters and documents may be signed by the Lead Member authorized to sign 

on behalf of the JV / Consortium; 

 

(ix) An entity can be a member in only one JV / Consortium for this RFP. Any bid submitted by a 

JV / Consortium including an entity that is also a member of another JV / Consortium for the 

same RFP shall be rejected; 

 

(x) The JV / Consortium Agreement may specify the share of each individual member for the 

purpose of execution of the contract. This shall, however, not limit the joint and several 

liability of all members toward ISA; 

 

(xi) The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) may be submitted by the JV / Consortium or by one or 

more members of the JV / Consortium; 

 

(xii) The JV / Consortium Agreement must specifically state that it is valid for the assignment for 

which bidding is being done. If the JV / Consortium breaks up during the bid validity period 

or during contract execution, the bid / contract shall be liable to rejection / termination in 

addition to other remedies available under the RFP / Contract; 

 

(xiii) If the JV / Consortium breaks up before award of work during bid validity, or after award of 

work, or during pendency of the contract, then in addition to the normal consequences under 

this RFP and the Contract, ISA may debar all JV / Consortium members from participating in 
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future procurements for such period as ISA may determine in accordance with its applicable 

rules; 

 

(xiv) The JV / Consortium Agreement shall be duly registered / notarized in accordance with 

applicable law so as to be legally valid and binding on the members before release of any 

payment; and; 

 

(xv) The JV / Consortium shall open a bank account in the name of the JV / Consortium, and all 

payments due to the JV / Consortium shall be credited by ISA only to that account, unless ISA 

agrees otherwise in writing. To facilitate statutory deductions and payment compliance, all 

statutory documents such as Permanent Account Number (PAN), Goods and Services Tax 

Identification Number (GSTIN), or equivalent tax registrations in the name of the JV / 

Consortium, as applicable, shall be submitted before any payment is made. Alternatively, 

both JV / Consortium members shall give a  joint undertaking signed by both members 

authorizing Lead Member of JV / Consortium to raise Invoice and receive due payment on 

behalf of JV / Consortium members. Any dispute arising between the two members of JV / 

Consortium would not be brought upon to ISA nor ISA would be liable for any separate 

payment to two members.   

 

Note: ISA reserves the right to waive minor deviations if they do not materially affect the capability of 

Bidder to perform the contract. 

 
 

 

No Name of Partner and contact information 
(address, telephone numbers, fax numbers, e-mail 
address)   

Proposed proportion of responsibilities (in 
%) and type of services to be performed  

1 [Complete] [Complete] 

2 [Complete] [Complete] 

3 [Complete] [Complete] 

 
Name of leading partner  
(with authority to bind the JV, 
Consortium, Association during the 
RFP process and, in the event a 
Contract is awarded, during contract 
execution) 

[Complete] 

 
We have attached a copy of the below document signed by every partner, which details the likely legal 
structure of and the confirmation of joint and severable liability of the members of the said joint venture: 
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☐ Letter of intent to form a joint venture OR  ☐ JV/Consortium/Association agreement  
 
We hereby confirm that if the contract is awarded, all parties of the Joint Venture/Consortium/Association 
shall be jointly and severally liable to ISA `for the fulfillment of the provisions of the Contract. 

Name of partner: 
___________________________________  

Name of partner: 
___________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________ Signature: _______________________________ 

Date: ___________________________________ Date: ___________________________________ 

  
Name of partner: 
___________________________________ 

Name of partner: 
___________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________ Signature: _______________________________ 

Date: ___________________________________ Date: ___________________________________ 
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Form D: Qualification Form 
 

Name of Bidder: [Insert Name of Bidder] Date: Select date 
RFP reference: [Insert RFP Reference Number] 

 
If JV/Consortium/Association, to be completed by each partner. 

Historical Contract Non-Performance 

☐ Contract non-performance did not occur for the last 3 years  

☐ Contract(s) not performed for the last 3 years 

Year Non- performed 
portion of 
contract 

Contract Identification Total Contract Amount 
(current value in US$) 

   
 

Name of Client:  
Address of Client:  
Reason(s) for non-performance: 
 

 
 

 

Litigation History (including pending litigation) 

☐ No litigation history for the last 3 years 

☐ Litigation History as indicated below 
Year of 
dispute  

Amount in 
dispute (in US$) 

Contract Identification Total Contract Amount 
(current value in US$) 

   Name of Client:  
Address of Client:  
Matter in dispute:  
Party who initiated the dispute:  
Status of dispute: 
Party awarded if resolved: 

 

 
 
Previous Relevant Experience   
Please list only previous similar assignments successfully completed in the last 3 years.  
List only those assignments for which the Bidder was legally contracted or sub-contracted by the Client as 
a company or was one of the Consortium/JV partners. Assignments completed by the Bidder’s individual 
experts working privately or through other firms cannot be claimed as the relevant experience of the 
Bidder, or that of the Bidder’s partners or sub-consultants, but can be claimed by the Experts themselves 
in their CVs. The Bidder should be prepared to substantiate the claimed experience by presenting copies 
of relevant documents and references if so, requested by ISA. 
 

Project name & 
Country of 

Assignment 

Client & Reference 
Contact Details 

Contract 
Value 

Period of 
activity and 

status 

Types of activities 
undertaken 

     
     
     



44 

 

Bidders may also attach their own Project Data Sheets with more details for assignments above. 

☐  Attached are the Statements of Satisfactory Performance from the Top 3 (three) Clients or more.  

 

 

Financial Standing 

 

Annual Turnover for the last 3 years Year        USD       

Year        USD       

Year        USD       

Latest Credit Rating (if any), indicate the 
source 

 

 
Financial information 

(in US$ equivalent) 
Historic information for the last 3 years 

 
 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 

 Information from Balance Sheet 

Total Assets (TA)    
Total Liabilities (TL)    
Current Assets (CA)    
Current Liabilities (CL)    

 Information from Income Statement 

Total / Gross Revenue (TR)    
Profits Before Taxes (PBT)    
Net Profit     
Current Ratio    

 

☐ Attached are copies of the audited financial statements (balance sheets, including all related notes, and 
income statements) for the years required above complying with the following condition: 

a) Must reflect the financial situation of the Bidder or party to a JV, and not sister or parent 
companies; 

b) Historic financial statements must be audited by a certified public accountant; 
c) Historic financial statements must correspond to accounting periods already completed and 

audited. No statements for partial periods shall be accepted. 
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Form E: Format of Technical Proposal  

 
Please ensure that the information below is adapted in accordance with the technical evaluation criteria 
included in Section 4. The below sections correspond to the sample criteria included in this template RFP 
in Section 4] 
 

Name of Bidder: [Insert Name of Bidder] Date: Select date 

RFP reference: [Insert RFP Reference Number] 

 
The Bidder’s proposal should be organized to follow this format of Technical Proposal. Where the bidder 
is presented with a requirement or asked to use a specific approach, the bidder must not only state its 
acceptance, but also describe how it intends to comply with the requirements. Where a descriptive 
response is requested, failure to provide the same will be viewed as non-responsive.  
 
SECTION 1: Bidder’s qualification, capacity and expertise 

1.1 Brief description of the organization, including the year and country of incorporation, and types of 
activities undertaken. 

1.2 Specific organizational capability which is likely to affect implementation: management structure, 
financial stability and project financing capacity, project management controls. 

1.3 Relevance of specialized knowledge and experience on similar engagements for fund-raising done 
in the region/country. 

1.4 Quality assurance procedures and risk mitigation measures. 

1.5 Organization’s commitment to sustainability. 

 
SECTION 2: Proposed Methodology, Approach and Implementation Plan 

This section should demonstrate the bidder’s responsiveness to the TOR by identifying the specific 
components proposed, addressing the requirements, providing a detailed description of the essential 
performance characteristics proposed and demonstrating how the proposed approach and methodology 
meets or exceeds the requirements. All important aspects should be addressed in sufficient detail and 
different components of the project should be adequately weighted relative to one another. 

2.1 A detailed description of the approach and methodology for how the Bidder will achieve the Terms 
of Reference of the project, keeping in mind the appropriateness to local conditions and project 
environment. Details how the different service elements shall be organized, controlled and 
delivered. 

2.2 The methodology shall also include details of the Bidder’s internal technical and quality assurance 
review mechanisms.   

2.3 Description of available performance monitoring and evaluation mechanisms and tools; how they 
shall be adopted and used for a specific requirement. 

2.4 Implementation plan including a Gantt Chart or Project Schedule indicating the detailed sequence 
of activities that will be undertaken and their corresponding timing.    

2.5 Demonstrate how you plan to integrate sustainability measures in the execution of the contract. 

2.6 Any other comments or information regarding the project approach and methodology that will be 
adopted.   
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SECTION 2A: Bidder’s Comments and Suggestions on the Terms of Reference  

Provide comments and suggestions on the Terms of Reference, or additional services that will be rendered 
beyond the requirements of the TOR, if any.  

SECTION 3: Management Structure and Key Personnel 

3.1 Describe the overall management approach toward planning and implementing the project. Include 
an organization chart for the management of the project describing the relationship of key positions 
and designations. Provide a spreadsheet to show the activities of each personnel and the time 
allocated for his/her involvement.   

3.2 Provide CVs for key personnel that will be provided to support the implementation of this project 
using the format below. CVs should demonstrate qualifications in areas relevant to the Scope of 
Services.   

 
Format for CV of Proposed Key Personnel 
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N A M E  O F  
P E R S O N N E L  

[ I N S E R T ]  

P O S I T I O N  F O R  
T H I S  A S S I G N M E N T  

[ I N S E R T ]  

N A T I O N A L I T Y  [ I N S E R T ]  

L A N G U A G E  
P R O F I C I E N C Y   

[ I N S E R T ]  
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E D U C A T I O N /  
Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  

[ S U M M A R I Z E  C O L L E G E / U N I V E R S I T Y  A N D  O T H E R  
S P E C I A L I Z E D  E D U C A T I O N  O F  P E R S O N N E L  M E M B E R ,  G I V I N G  
N A M E S  O F  S C H O O L S ,  D A T E S  A T T E N D E D ,  A N D  
D E G R E E S / Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  O B T A I N E D . ]  

[ I N S E R T ]  

P R O F E S S I O N A L  
C E R T I F I C A T I O N S  

[ P R O V I D E  D E T A I L S  O F  P R O F E S S I O N A L  C E R T I F I C A T I O N S  
R E L E V A N T  T O  T H E  S C O P E  O F  S E R V I C E S ]  

▪  N A M E  O F  I N S T I T U T I O N :  [ I N S E R T ]  
▪  D A T E  O F  C E R T I F I C A T I O N :  [ I N S E R T ]  
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E M P L O Y M E N T  
R E C O R D /  
E X P E R I E N C E  

 

[ L I S T  A L L  P O S I T I O N S  H E L D  B Y  P E R S O N N E L  ( S T A R T I N G  
W I T H  P R E S E N T  P O S I T I O N ,  L I S T  I N  R E V E R S E  O R D E R ) ,  
G I V I N G  D A T E S ,  N A M E S  O F  E M P L O Y I N G  O R G A N I Z A T I O N ,  
T I T L E  O F  P O S I T I O N  H E L D  A N D  L O C A T I O N  O F  
E M P L O Y M E N T .   F O R  E X P E R I E N C E  I N  L A S T  F I V E  Y E A R S ,  
D E T A I L  T H E  T Y P E  O F  A C T I V I T I E S  P E R F O R M E D ,  D E G R E E  O F  
R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S ,  L O C A T I O N  O F  A S S I G N M E N T S  A N D  A N Y  
O T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  O R  P R O F E S S I O N A L  E X P E R I E N C E  
C O N S I D E R E D  P E R T I N E N T  F O R  T H I S  A S S I G N M E N T . ]  

[ I N S E R T ]  

[ P R O V I D E  N A M E S ,  A D D R E S S E S ,  P H O N E  A N D  E M A I L  
C O N T A C T  I N F O R M A T I O N  F O R  T W O  ( 2 )  R E F E R E N C E S ]  



50 

 

R E F E R E N C E S  

 

R E F E R E N C E  1 :   

[ I N S E R T ]  

R E F E R E N C E  2 :  

[ I N S E R T ]  

I, the undersigned, certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, these data correctly describe my 
qualifications, my experiences, and other relevant information about myself. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Signature of Personnel                Date (Day/Month/Year) 
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Form F: Financial Proposal Submission Form 
 

Name of Bidder: [Insert Name of Bidder] Date: Select date 

RFP reference: [Insert RFP Reference Number] 

 
  

We, the undersigned, offer to provide the services for [Insert Title of services] in accordance with your 
Request for Proposal No. [Insert RFP Reference Number] and our Proposal.  We are hereby submitting our 
Proposal, which includes this Technical Proposal and our Financial Proposal sealed under a separate 
envelope. 

Our attached Financial Proposal is for the sum of [Insert amount in words and figures].   

Our Proposal shall be valid and remain binding upon us for the period of time specified in the Bid Data 
Sheet.  

We understand you are not bound to accept any Proposal you receive. 
 

Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Title:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Date: _____________________________________________________________ 

Signature:  _____________________________________________________________ 

[Stamp with official stamp of the Bidder]  
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Form G: Financial Proposal Form 
 

Name of Bidder: [Insert Name of Bidder] Date: Select date 

RFP reference: [Insert RFP Reference Number] 

 
The Bidder is required to prepare the Financial Proposal following the below format and submit it in an 
envelope separate from the Technical Proposal as indicated in the Instruction to Bidders. Any Financial 
information provided in the Technical Proposal shall lead to Bidder’s disqualification.  
The Financial Proposal should align with the requirements in the Terms of Reference and the Bidder’s 
Technical Proposal.  

 
Table 1: Summary of Overall Prices 

Specification Cost (in USD/₹) 

Lump sum Consultancy Fee for Preparation of First edition of the Biennial 
Flagship Global Knowledge report on OSOWOG “Global and Regional 
Electricity Grid Interconnection Outlook”* 

 

Other Cost (if any)  
 

Taxes (if applicable) 
 

Total Amount of Financial Proposal  
 

* A detailed breakdown has to be submitted by each bidder 
 

Note: Bidders are required to include budget provisions for conducting the in-person regional stakeholder 
consultation workshops (five) in South Asia Region, ASEAN region, Middle east/GCC region, African region 
and EU Region, including their own travel and logistics costs related to participation in the regional 
stakeholder consultation workshops as part of their Financial Proposal. While the actual workshop-related 
costs will be reimbursed based on actual expenditure (upon submission of supporting documents as per ISA’s 
travel policy), bidders must provide a realistic and reasonable cost estimate in their Financial Proposal for 
evaluation purposes. This amount to be shown as a separate breakup in its financial proposal.  
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Section 7: Draft Contract Agreement 

 
The Draft Contract Agreement set out below represents the form of contract that ISA intends to execute 
with the successful bidder. Bidders are required to review this draft carefully. Any reservations or 
proposed deviations must be raised during the pre-bid stage or as part of the bidder's comments in Form 
E (Section 2A). Deviations proposed post-award will not be entertained. ISA reserves the right to disqualify 
a bidder who, after award, refuses to execute a contract in substantially this form. 
   

Contract for Services 
 

Between the International Solar Alliance and M/s xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

1. Country Where Services Will be Provided: India 

2.  [ ]  Request for Quotation [ ] Request for Proposal   [  ] Invitation to Bid  [  ] direct contracting 
     Proposal Number: xx/xx/xxxx/2026-ISA, Dated: xx xx xxxx 

3.  Contract Reference (e.g. Contract Award Number):  xx/xx/xxxx/2026-ISA  

4.  Long Term Agreement:  [No] 

5.  Subject matter of the Contract:     [  ] goods              [ √ ] services            [ ] goods and services 

6.  Type of Services: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

7. Contract Starting Date: xx/xx/xxxx 7. Contract Ending Date: xx/xx/xxxx 

8.  Total Contract Amount: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

8a.  Advance Payment:  xxxx 
8b. Conversion rate: xxxx 
8c. Payment Currency: xxxx 
8d. Payment Milestones: Annexure-I 

9.  Applicable Terms and Conditions:  
  ISA General Terms of Business for Contracts apply (attached) 

10.  Payment Method:  [√ ] fixed price    [  ] cost reimbursement  

11.  Contractor’s Name: xxxxxxx 

12. Contractor’s Contact Person’s Name:  xxxxxxx 
Title: xxxxxxx 
Email: xxxxxxx 
13.  ISA’s Contact Person’s Name: xxxxxxx  
Title: xxxxxxx 
Email: xxxxxxx 

14.  Contractor’s Bank Account to which payments will be transferred: 
Beneficiary: xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Account number: xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Bank name: xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Bank address: xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
SWIFT: xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
IFSC: xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

15. Liquidated damages:  
a. Where the contractor fails to fulfill the performance of the deliverables in accordance with the specified 
timelines in the approved strategy document or  
b. Where there is non-satisfactory performance of the contract in line with the contract terms,  
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the contractor shall be liable to pay ISA the liquidated damages of a daily charge of 3% (three percent) of 
the total contract sum, for each day of the daily occurrence, up to a maximum amount of 20% (twenty 
percent) of the contract sum; which surcharge is deductible from the vendor’s outstanding invoices.  
 
Provided that ISA may the event of the contractor’s default or failure to meet a timeline issue a Notice of 
Breach as a warning of first instance; and in the second instance  terminate the contract; and the invoice 
due shall be calculated on a pro-rata basis following the provision of this section.  
 

16. Period for submission of reports for Services: As per the TOR 

 
This Contract consists of the following documents, which in case of conflict shall take precedence over one 

another in the following order: 

1. This face sheet (“Face Sheet”). 

2. ISA General Terms of Business for Contracts attached hereto.  

3. Terms of Reference (TORs) and Schedule of Payments, incorporating the description of services, 

deliverables and performance targets, time frames, schedule of payments, and total contract 

amount. 

4. The Contractor’s Technical Proposal dated xxxxxxxxxxxxxx and Revised Financial Proposal, dated 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxx OR Technical and Financial Proposal dated xxxxxxxxxxxxxx, these documents not 

attached hereto but known to and in the possession of the Parties, and forming an integral part of 

this Contract. 

All the above, hereby incorporated by reference, shall form the entire agreement (the “Contract”) between 

the ISA and the Contractor (together referred to as the “Parties”), superseding the contents of any other 

negotiations and/or agreements, whether oral or in writing, pertaining to the subject of this Contract.  

 

This Contract shall enter into force on the date of the last signature of the Face Sheet by the duly authorized 

representatives of the Parties, and terminate on the Contract Ending Date indicated on the Face Sheet.   

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto, have on behalf of the Parties hereto 

signed this Contract at the place and on the day set forth below. 

 

For the Contractor For the International Solar Alliance 

Signature:  Signature:  

Name:  Name:  

Title:  Title:  
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Date:  Date:  

 

 

Annexure-I 
 

Terms of Reference and Schedule of Payments 
 

Scope of Work – Same as per the RFP 
 
Payment Terms: 
Milestone-based payment schedule 

Deliverables Payment Schedule 

xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxx xxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxx xxxx xxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxx xxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxx xxxx xxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxx xxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxx xxxxx xxxx xxxxxx 

*The invoice will be processed after receiving the satisfactory report from the Requesting Unit. 

  

A.  
Supplier Code of Conduct, Fraud, Corruption: ISA_Supplier_Code_of_Conducts.pdf 
 
General Conditions of Contract: ISA_GTBs.pdf 

 

 

 

 

https://isa.int/uploads/procurement/ISA_Supplier_Code_of_Conducts.pdf
https://isa.int/uploads/procurement/ISA_GTBs.pdf

